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Ay SUS cEY 


( <wHaT is \ 
| (THE meanine 
<x 


LAS 
DEAD.> 


<COMMAND! 
NAGUMO-E us. 


;OCTOR.> 


“youNusT [nw 
TELL ME WHAT SHE. 
HAPPENED.>” CAME OUT OF 
Geeks NOWHERE...» 
. } 
x - ™, 


“<SHRIEKING.. 
WITH FURY...» 


<TELL ME, THEN, WHY 
YOU WERE ABLE TO 
ESCAPE DEATH BY 
THE HANDS OF THE 
ASSASSIN?> 


<-AND NOW. 
THE COWARD 
CHANGES HIS 
STORY.> 


<I'M TELLING 
THE T-TRUTH, SIR! 
THE ASSASSIN 
1S DEADI> 


ASSASSIN... 


ON THE GROUND 


ASSASSIN, 
LIKE A DOG WHILE THIS ones 


<.DID 
YOu JUST SAY 
“MONKEY?!"> 


<WHAT. 
MONKEY? > 
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HE CAME FROM HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS OF JAPAN, WHERE HE 
LIVED IN PEACE WITH OTHERS OF HIS KIND...A PEACE THAT 
WAS FOREVER SHATTERED BY THE ARRIVAL OF AWOUNDED 

AND NAMELESS ASSASSIN. THOUGH THE OTHERS WANTED 

TO HELP THIS ASSASSIN, HE SOMEHOW KNEW THAT 

DOING SO WOULD LEAD TO SOMETHING VERY BAD. 

HEWAS RIGHT. 


HIS TRIBE IS NOW DEAD, HIS HOME FOREVER 
LOST TO HIM. NOW HE WANDERS THE WORLD 
INTENT ON REVENGE AGAINST THE KILLERS 
OF THE WORLD. HE IS... 


HIT-MONKEY 


...AND THIS IS THE STORY OF HIS FIRST DAYS INTHE WORLD OF MEN. 


DID you 
THINK THIS WOULD 
THI z 


DO NOT 
FEAR ME, YOUNG 5 \ 
SA ONE... MEAN YOU iff FOR WHAT 
NO HARM. " <ios THEY DIDTO 


YOu HAVE 
KILLED ONLY 
SOME OF THEM-- 
THERE ARE 
OTHERS. 


FOLLOW 
ME, YOUNG 
ONE. 


THESE MEN 
YOU HAVE KILLED WERE 
PAIDTO DO WHAT THEY 
HAVE 


DONE. 


I'S A WIRE 
TRANSFER 
CONFIRMATION. I 
RECOGNIZE THE 
TRANSMITTER 
HIS NAME IS 
HIDEKI HIYASHI. HE 


g IS A POLITICIAN. 


BEEN UNABLE TO 
REACH COMMANDER 
NAGUMO...> 


HAS HE BEEN i L 
KILLED YET?> 4 <COUNCILLOR 


7 <MY APOLOGIES, HIDEKI.> 
COUNCILLOR HIDEKI. 
BUT THERE IS NOTHING 
TO REPORT.> 


<PLEASE, BE 
SEATED.> 


<ITIS MUCH TOO 
SOFT FOR ME. A <_WHEN Z 
CHAIR A WOMAN <YOU DO 
WOLLD sit KNOW WHAT 
oPeyOU YOUR SPINE.> WILL HAPPEN IF 


FIND MY CHAIR TO BE... + THI AS GAS SIN 


ICE. 
COMFORTABLE...» ( DON'T YOU?> 4 


APOLOGIES, 
GENERAL--> 


MAKES SENSE 

TO ME THAT YOU 

WOULD HAVE SUCH 
A CHAIR...> 


HIDEKI 
HIYASHI IS A 
DEAD MAN. 


LITERALLY...LET 
ME EXPLAIN: 


LATE LAST 
YEAR, HIDEKI HIYASHI 
CONTRACTED MY SERVICES IN 
ORDER TO CARRY OLIT A POLITICAL 
COUP. THE TARGET WAS THE PRIME 
MINISTER...A VERY IMPORTANT MAN. 


3 Qt 


THE COUP WAS NOT HIS: 
IDEA, BLT HE WAS THE 
ONE CHOSEN TO MAKE 
THE ARRANGEMENTS. 


WHY? BECAUSE 
OF His Lust FOR 
POWER..AND HIS (@ 

LACK OF MORALITY JE 

IN THE PURSUIT AS 

OF SAME. 


THE COUP 
WAS INITIATED By \] 
A POWERFUL AND 
DEVIOUS GENERAL 
NAMED KATO, WHO. 
ALSO LUSTS FOR 
POWER. I ASSUME 
KATO PROMISED 
HIDEKI THAT HE 
WOULD BACK HIM 
TO REPLACE THE 
PRIME MINISTER, 
ONCE THE COUP 
HAD TAKEN 
PLACE. 


SINCE KATO 
WOULD BE THE 
ONLY ONE WHO KNEW 

OF HIDEKI'S INVOLVEMENT, 
HIDEKI'S LOYALTY WOULD 

BE ASSURED--HE 

WOULD BE KATO’S 

PUPPET. 


“BUT THE COUP NEVER 
TOOK PLACE THE PRIME 
MINISTER'S STAFF 
LEARNED OF THE PLOT... 


LIT THEY DIDN 
IOW WHO WAS 
BACKING IT. 


“GENERAL KATO WAS 
CHOSEN TO BRING 
THE PLOTTER 
TO SUSTICE. 


‘THIS PUT THE GENERAL INA 
PRECARIOUS POSITION-- 
IF THE ASSASSINATION 


ISGRACED, HAVING FAILED 

IN HIS DUTIES. BUT IF THE 

ASSASSINATION WERE 
FOILED_. 
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“KATO WENT BACK 
TO HIDEKI, WHO WAS: 
COMPROMISED AND 
UTTERLY EXPLOITABLE, 

ORDERING HIM TO 
SET ME UP. 


IE WOULD BE A HERO. AND 
IE WOULD ALSO HAVE THE 
GRATITUDE--AND THE EA! 
OF THE PRIME MINISTER 


EXACTLY. 
THE CHOICE WAS 
AN EASY ONE. 


BECAUSE OF YOU, YOUNG ONE, 
NO ONE YET KNOWS THAT I AM 
DEAD. HIDEKI AND KATO BELIEVE 
I'M STILL OUT IN THE WORLD... 
AND THEY'RE SCARED. 


BUT TO SAVE HIS OWN SKIN, 
HIDEKI WILL USE ALL OF HIS 
CONSIDERABLE RESOURCES 
TO SCOUR THE COUNTRYSIDE 


IN HIS WAY. 


EVEN IF 
WE WERE TO KILL 
KATO FIRST, HIDEKI 
WOULD NOT STOP 
UNTIL HIS SECRET 
WAS SAFE. 


AND COUNTLESS 
INNOCENTS WOULD 
DIE AS A RESULT OF 

‘OUR INACTION. 


Lu 
REALIZE--!> 


<THAT KATO 
WILL HAVE ME 
KILLED EVEN IF 
SUCCEED IN HAVING 
THE ASSASSIN 
KILLED?> <OF 
COURSE 
I DO.> 


GOING TO 
HIRE HIM.> 


<THEN..WHAT 
ARE YOU GOING 
TO DO?> 


<I'M GOING 
TO_FIND HIM. AND, 
ONCE I DO...» 


<THE ONLY DIFFICULTY 
WILL BE IN FINDING 
THE BASTARD.> 


Wax 


<OH, BUT 
YOU'RE WRONG. 
VE ALREADY PLANNED. 
ONE ASSASSINATION AND, 
FRANKLY, IT WAS QUITE EASY.> 


GO NOW, 
ING ONE--DO 
NOT HESITATE. 


youl 


da 
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PICK UP 
THE GUN, DAMN 
your 


YOU CANNOT 
RUN AWAY FROM THIS, 
 YOLING ONE! 
pom 


PYG!” BER 
ion al el \ Se 


i) 
HEINE 


-£ KNOW. \_[ “WHICH MEANS YOU HAVE 

THE ASSASSIN IS FAILED. WHILE ONCE YOU 
HERE IN WERE AN ASSET, YOU 
TOKYO.> ARE NOW A LIABILITY. 


<YOU'LL NO 
LONGER HAVE TO 
CONCERN YOURSELF 
WITH THE ASSASSIN--I HAVE 
CONTRACTED SOMEONE. 
ELSE TO TAKE CARE OF THAT. 
SOMEONE WHOM I CAN 
DEPEND UPON.> 


P| I’M GOING TO 
KILL YOU.> 


ASSURED, 
COUNCILLOR, 
THAT I AM 
NOT.> 
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HE CAME FROM HIGH INTHE MOUNTAINS OF JAPAN, WHERE HE 
LIVED IN PEACE WITH OTHERS OF HIS KIND...A PEACE THAT 
WAS FOREVER SHATTERED BY THE ARRIVAL OF AWOUNDED 

AND NAMELESS ASSASSIN. THOUGH THE OTHERS WANTED 

TO HELP THIS ASSASSIN, HE SOMEHOW KNEW THAT 

DOING SO WOULD LEAD TO SOMETHING VERY BAD. 

HE WAS RIGHT. 


HIS TRIBE IS NOW DEAD, HIS HOME FOREVER 
LOST TO HIM. NOW HE WANDERS THE WORLD 
INTENT ON REVENGE AGAINST THE KILLERS 
OF THE WORLD. HE IS... 


HIT-MONKEY 


ON A QUEST TO PUNISH THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS TRIBE’S DEATH, THE YOUNG 
MACAQUE COMES DOWN FROM THE HILLS AND HEADS INTO THE BIG CITY. DRIVEN 
FORWARD BY HIS DESIRE FOR VENGEANCE AS WELL AS THE WORDS OF THE ASSASSIN, 
NOW A GHOSTLY MENTOR CONSTANTLY BY HIS SIDE. 


THE MEN WHO CALLED THE HIT MUST BE DEALT WITH. WITH ONE CORRUPT 
POLITICIAN IN THE GRAVE, THE PAIR OF KILLERS SET THEIR SIGHTS ON GENERAL 
KATO, THE MAN MOST RESPONSIBLE FOR ALL THIS DEATH. 


BUT KATO IS EXPECTING TROUBLE AND HAS BOUGHT HIMSELF A FORMIDABLE 
BODYGUARD: BULLSEYE, THE ASSASSIN WHO NEVER MISSES... 


IT ONLY 
MEANS THEY 
KNOW WE'RE 
COMING. 


See 
YEAR OF THE MONKEY. PART)? 


DANIEL DALIBOR José SEBASTIAN AXEL DAN 
WAY. TALIJIC = VILLARUBIA SA GIRNER ALONSO wish DA BUCKLE 
WRITER ARTIST COLORIST LETTE! ASSISTANT IR EDITOR EDITOR IN CHIEF PUBLISHER EXEC. PRODUCER 


WHAT 
Is YOUR 
STRATEGY? 


q ¢ KATO. 


YOU KNOW AS: 
SOON AS T THINK 
= ‘OF ONE. 


OF COURSE T 
HAVE A PLAN--THIS 
IS MY PLAN. 


TO STICK. OUT THERE. 
SOMEWHERE. 


BECAUSE 
THAT IS WHAT THE 


YOU ALSO. 
HAVE SOMETHING 
ON YOUR SHIRT. 


NO, I'M 
YOUR BEST 
MAN. 


AND I DON'T HAVE 
TO KNOW WHERE THIS. 
ASSASSIN IS, BECAUSE 
IKNOW WHERE 
HE'S GOING. 


NI 

KATO'S DAUGHTER 
IS GETTING MARRIED 
TOMORROW. 


MAMA, ARE YOU SURE] HONEY, 
IT'S A GOOD IDEA} AH THINK It'S 
FOR LI'L SUNIOR / A TERRIBLE 
TO BE A RING 7 
BEARER? 


WHOLE 
WEDDIN'S A 
TERRIBLE 


WHAT, THERE 
AIN'T ENOUGH 
PRETTY LADIES IN TEXAS? 
WHY IN THE WORLD YOUR 
BROTHER HAS TO GO AN’ 
MARRY A..ORIENTAL 
Is Jus’-- 


MAMA, YA 
AIN'T S'POSED 
CALL "EM THAT, AH 

DON'T THINK... 


NOT FOND 
OF YOUR NEW I 


MARRIAGE FOR 
MY DAUGHTER 


ye 


“WESTERN 
EREMONY”_ 


ALL OF 
THE SECURITY 
PERSONNEL ARE 
IN PLACE? 


~ 


THIS AIN'T 


‘ai a 

“AND NO ONE: 

NOWS ABOUT 
YOU.” 


C] 


<WHAT IS THE 
DELAY? IS THIS 
NORMAL?> 


ATU AW ALL NUANCE een ta N 


|, O#GK-- 
GRAB HOLDA 
THE REINS, 
DARLIN’L 


r 


RREEEEEEEEEE--/ 


GO! KEEP 
YOUR #57." HEAD 
DOWN: 


WHAT IS. 
HAPPENING?! |S IT 
HIM?! 1S IT THE 
ASSASSINP! 


DO NOT 
HESITATE! DO 
NOT LET HIM 
ESCAPE! 


IGNORE 
THE PAIN. 


FORE I 

WASTE THE GUY THAT 

TRAINED YOU TO DO 
THIS, L GOTTA ASK HIM 

WHERE HE GETS HIS 

INSPIRATION. — BECAUSE 
THIS |S JUST... 
wow. 


i's 
CHOCOLATE 
CAKE, NOT-- 


ROM 
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YOU WILL TAKE 
7. YOUR OWN LIFE, IN 
LIVE WITH. SHAME OF YOUR 
FAILURE. 


IT |S THE 
HONORABLE 
THING 
TO DO. 


WE HAVE 
FAILED IN OUR 
DUTY TO OUR 

GENERAL. 


I WAS 
BEATEN..BY A 
MONKEY. 


‘ACTUALLY, 
DA 


DIFFERENT 
DEA. 


“HE WHO PICKS UP A GUN 
IN ANGER IS CURSED TO 
NEVER AGAIN PLIT IT DOWN. 


~ 


“FOR AS LONG 
AS HE LIVES.” 


VENGEANCE 
COMES ATA 
PRICE, YOUNG ONE. 
LT HAVE PAID 
THAT PRICE. 


© YOU ARE 
CONFUSED, 
YOUNG ONE--IT 


WAS YOU WHO 
WANTED THIS, 
NOT ME 
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NEXT ISSUE 
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HE CAME FROM HIGH IN THE MOUNTAINS OF JAPAN, WHERE HE 
LIVED IN PEACE WITH OTHERS OF HIS KIND...A PEACE THAT 
WAS FOREVER SHATTERED BY THE ARRIVAL OF AWOUNDED 

AND NAMELESS ASSASSIN. THOUGH THE OTHERS WANTED 

TO HELP THIS ASSASSIN, HE SOMEHOW KNEW THAT 

DOING SO WOULD LEAD TO SOMETHING VERY BAD. 

HE WAS RIGHT. 


HIS TRIBE IS NOW DEAD, HIS HOME FOREVER 
LOST TO HIM. NOW HE WANDERS THE WORLD 
INTENT ON REVENGE AGAINST THE KILLERS 
OF THE WORLD. HE IS... 


amp 


HIT-MONKEY 


ON A QUEST TO PUNISH THOSE RESPONSIBLE FOR HIS TRIBE’S DEATH, THE YOUNG MACAQUE COMES DOWN 
FROMTHE HILLS AND HEADS INTO THE BIG CITY, DRIVEN FORWARD BY HIS DESIRE FOR VENGEANCE AS 
WELL AS THE WORDS OF THE ASSASSIN, NOW A GHOSTLY MENTOR CONSTANTLY BY HIS SIDE. 


‘THE MONEEY AND HIS MENTOR HAVE COMPLETED THEIR MISSION, THE MEN THAT RUINED BOTH THEIR 
LIVES HAVE PAID FOR IT WITH THEIR OWN. 


BUT THEIR LAST TARGET HAD HIRED HIMSELF A PARTICULARLY VICIOUS BODYGUARD: BULLSEYE. 
‘TAKEN ABACK BY THE FACT THAT HE WAS BEATEN AT HIS OWN GAME BY A MONKEY, BULLSEYE ASSUMES 
‘THAT THE ANIMAL WAS TRAINED TO KILL BY A HUMAN MASTER AND SETS OUT TO REGAIN HIS HONOR. 


AND WHILE 
YOU MOURN 
NEEDLESSLY... 


“HIS KILLER 
SCAPES. 


“ FOLLOWING. ¢ 
= 3 Tage 
“INTENT ON | Ko ¥ 
FINDING ME.” y a 


EVENTUALLY, "1 
HE WILL 


FIND ME. 


ey 


c's JOE SEBASTIAN AXEL 
SABINO GIRNER ALONSO 
LETTERE! ITO 


7, 


Aid A 


ie ha 
Pro 
Read “THE KILLER'S IGNORANCE 
CAN BE ISED TO OUR 
ADVANTAGE.” 


LOOK, YOUNG 
ONE, AT THE WORLD 
OF MEN LAID OUT 


BEFORE YOU. 
e 


YOU'VE SEEN 
THEM, AND HOW THEY 


THIS IS A WORLD FILLED 
WITH VICTIMS IN WAITING, 
COMPLETELY ENCIRCLED 
BY KILLERS DRAWN 
BY THE SCENT OF 
wp WEAKENED 
CW PREY. 
~— AND IN 
DESPERATE 
NEED OF A 
SAVIOR. 


THEY HOOT 
AND SCREECH 
INANITIES, PERHAPS SO 
THEY HAVE AN EXCUSE FOR 
NOT HEARING THE CLAWING 
OF THE MONSTERS AT 
THEIR DOORS. 


YOUR LACK 
OF COMMITMENT 
CAUSED YOUTO. 
FAIL WHEN IT CAME 
TIME TO PROTECT THE 
WORLD FROM WHICH 
YOU CAME. 


WILL. 
YOU FAIL 
AGAIN? 


OR WILL YOU BECOME 
THE SAVIOR THIS WORLD / J 
SO DESPERATELY 
NEEDS? 


<MASAMI, 


(PLEASE! DON'T 


TOUCH ITD 


OOK 
AT HIM! HE'S 


GORGEOUS! 


<PLEASE! 
IT'LL ONLY 


<TH-THE 
FASHION 
MODELD 


<MAY I...CAN 
I TAKE A PICTURE 
WITH YOU?> 


you 
INVISIBLE. 


: 
LEARNING. 


PICKED 'EM UP. 


YESTERDAY. 
THEY COME WITH 
(——\nsteuetion 2, 
DUNNO, CAME 


WITH SOME PAPERS, 
BUT IT'S ALL IN JAPANESE. 
CAN'T UNDERSTAND 
AWORD OF IT. 


SECURITY OVER HERE, YOU 
Dy, MIGHT WANNA LEARN THE 
LANGUAGE. 


WHAT'S TO 
LEARN? SOMEBODY 
TRIES TO GET CLOSE 
TO THE GIRL, I BACK ‘EM 
OFF. I OPEN DOORS AN’ 


BREAK HEADS. AN’ IF IT 
GETS UGLY. 


THEY STAND 
THERE, PASSIVE, ASSURED 
BY NOTHING BLIT THEIR OWN | 
EGOS OF THEIR SECURITY AND THE 
SECURITY OF THOSE WHOM 
THEY ARE TASKED 
TO PROTECT. 


L, TOO, 
LIKE THEIR 
SUNGLASSES. 


<NO.> 
<PLEASE!> 


<THEN WHY 
DO YOU LISTEN 
TO IT?> 


<MR. YAHAMA IS STILL PESTERING THE 
AGENCY FOR YOUR NUMBER, BY THE 
WAY--EVER SINCE WE DID THAT SHOOT AT 
HIS PENTHOUSE, THESE GANGSTERS, 
THEY THINK THEY'RE ENTITLED 
TO EVERYTHING.> 


<NOT AGAIN, 
MASAMI--IT'S 


<AND YES, 
SAD. VERY 
SAD.> 


BECAUSE 
BEAUTY IS FLEETING. 
TO REMEMBER IT IS TO 
MOURN: TO FORGET 
IT, TRAGIC. 


<TELL THEM <BECAUSE 


TO GIVE IT 
THERWISE, HE'LL 
ORE JUST SHOW UP.» 


‘OUR REVERIE 
HAS COST US 
DEARLY. 


WHAT ARE YOU DOING?! jb 
DO NOT WASTE TIME 
TRYING TO WARN 
THEM! 


ATTACK! 
RT 


IS TO TEI 
SOMETHING.> 
> MN 


PROBABLY 
SOMETHIN’ LIke, 
“YOU'RE GONNA 

Di 


TWh) SS 
ANN SSS 
LN 


FOR THE 
DEFENSELESS 
ALWA 


WITH YOU?! NOT 
ONLY MINE... 


YOU FOOL! 
Haver 
IL TAUGHT You 
NOTHING? J 


HAVE I 
TAUGHT YOU 
ONLY TO 
FAIL?! 


WELL, THAT. 
WAS FUN WHILE IT 
LASTED, BUT LET'S 

GET BACK TO 

BUSINESS. 


‘ASK HER THE 
QUESTION. 


IN THE COLD 
EARTH, OR RISE 
UP TO AVENGE 
THEM. 


WE...SHE 
DOES NOT KNOW 
WHO OWNS THE 

MONKEY. WE 


FOUND iT-- 


wy) 
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I'M MORE OF A 
LOUIS PRIMA Guy, 
MYSELF... 


NOW, W! 

CAN DO THIS NINE 
MORE TIMES IF YOU'D 
LIKE..OR YOU CAN 
SIMPLY ASK HER THE 
QUESTION. 


SO YOU 
DO SPEAK 
ENGLISH! 


AND YET, 

YOU LET ME DO. 

THAT AWFUL, AWFUL 

THING TO YOUR FRIEND. 

YOU MUST REALLY LiKE 
THIS GUY, HUH? HE'S 

YOUR BOYFRIEND, 

I TAKE IT? 


YOU ARE 


YOU KNOW ME. GOOD. I KNOW YOU AS WELL. 
SINCE THERE IS NO NEED TO ESTABLISH OUR 
WILLINGNESS, ABILITY, OR DISPOSITION 
TO COMMIT MURDER, I SUGGEST 
WE MOVE DIRECTLY TO 
NEGOTIATION: 


WHICH ONE? 
I HAVE BUSINESS 
RELATIONS WITH MANY 
ASSASSINS. 


AH. I MUST ADMIT, I WAS " AS AN ADDED BONUS, 


WORRIED YOU WERE GOING | T WILL THROW IN THE 
TO ASK ME ABOUT THE ONE WITH THE BEAR. 
ONE WITH THE FOR FREE. 
CAMEL. 


<DO_NOT BE 
LULLED BY HIS 
DEMENTIA--THIS MAN 
CAN USE ANYTHING AT 
HAND AS A DEADLY 
WEAPON. STRIKE 
QUICKLY.> 


AND 
GIVE UP YOUR 
BARGAINING POSITION? L 
THINK NOT. YOUR PRESENCE 
HERE IS DUE TOA 
FINANCIAL AGREEMENT, 

OF COURSE? 4g 


NOPE. 
PERSONAL. 
ae mar 


AND DO 
YOU KNOW THAT IT 
WAS A TERRIBLE 
MISTAKE? 
(is >) 
SABO 


d\\_—_- 
<7 


Nr, 


YOUNG ONE. 
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NOT PUNISHM 


AND NOW 
THAT CHANCE 
|S GONI 


|OW THAT? = fc 
AIA 


LIKE THE BOOK 


WATCH THE SHOW 


AVAILABLE 


TWO EPIC SEASONS, TEN BADASS EPISODES, AND ONE COOL MONKEY 
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